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SUBJECT: PAKISTAN REPROCESSING PLANT 

REP: PARIS 18090 

1 . AMBASSADOR HARTMAN SHOULD PASS THE FOLLOWING LETTER 
FROM THE SECRETARY TO DE GUIRINGAUD. 

2. DEAR MR. MINISTER: I FOUND OUR DISCUSSIONS DURING THE 
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NATO MEETING VERY USEFUL, AND AM ESPECIALLY GRATIFIED WITH 
THE POSITION FRANCE IS TAKING NOT TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
ACQUISITION OF A NUCLEAR REPROCESSING PLANT BY PAKISTAN. 

I REALIZE THE DECISION, WHICH I HOPE YOU WILL SOON BE 
PASSING TO THE PAKISTANI AUTHORITIES, IS A DIFFICULT ONE. 

I WISH TO REITERATE THAT WE WANT TO WORK CLOSELY WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE TO LIMIT ANY DAMAGE, IN THE WAKE OF 
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YOUR DECISION, TO PAKISTAN'S TIES WITH THE WEST OR TO THE 
RELATIONS OF OUR TWO NATIONS WITH PAKISTAN. 

AMBASSADOR HARTMAN HAS INFORMED ME OE YOUR CONCERN THAT 
STRAINS IN FRENCH/PAKISTANI RELATIONS AFTER PAKISTAN LEARNS 
OE YOUR DECISION BE MINIMIZED, AND THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT 
ALSO BE PREPARED TO EXPLAIN THE EEFECTS OE THE DECISION 
DOMESTICALLY. IT IS OUR VIEW THAT WE WILL BOTH BE CRITI- 
CIZED BY THE GOVERNMENT OE PAKISTAN, AND IT IS THEREEORE 
IN OUR MUTUAL INTEREST THAT WE DO WHAT WE CAN TO CONTAIN 
AN INTEMPERATE PAKISTANI REACTION. 

AS WE CONSIDER THE BEST WAY TO MODERATE THE PAKISTANI RE- 
SPONSE, AND TO ENSURE THAT OUR VARIOUS INTERESTS IN THAT 
COUNTRY ARE NOT ADVERSELY AEEECTED, I WANT TO RE-EMPHASIZE 
THAT A BASIC TENET OE THE U.S. APPROACH WILL BE TO AVOID, 

TO THE GREATEST EXTENT POSSIBLE, ACTIONS DETRIMENTAL TO 
ERENCH INTERESTS IN PAKISTAN. 

I CAN APPRECIATE YOUR CONCERNS ABOUT EINANCING EOR THE 
SALE OF FRENCH MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO PAKISTAN. I MUST 
POINT OUT THAT, AS AMBASSADOR HARTMAN INDICATED TO YOU, 

WE ARE LEGALLY PROHIBITED FROM USING U.S. GOVERNMENT 
CREDITS EOR THE SALE OE NON-U.S. EQUIPMENT. YOU SHOULD 
ALSO KNOW THAT SINCE WE LILTED OUR SOUTH ASIAN ARMS SALES 
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EMBARGO IN 1975, WE HAVE NOT FINANCED THE SALE OF ANY U.S. 
ORIGIN MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO EITHER PAKISTAN OR INDIA; 

ALL SALES HAVE BEEN ON A CASH-ONLY BASIS. 

WE WOULD BE WILLING TO ENCOURAGE OTHER POSSIBLE CREDIT 
SUPPLIERS WHO COULD FINANCE ERENCH MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
SALES WHICH STRENGTHEN PAKISTAN'S DEEENSIVE CAPABILITIES. 
IRAN, SAUDI ARABIA AND PERHAPS OTHER GULF STATES MAY BE 
WILLING TO PLAY A HELPFUL ROLE. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT THINK 
IT ADVISABLE TO APPROACH THOSE GOVERNMENTS NOW; WE AGREE 
THAT YOUR DECISION NOT TO PROVIDE THE REPROCESSING PLANT 
MUST BE CLOSELY HELD AND WE WANT TO AVOID ATTRACTING PRE- 
MATURE PUBLIC ATTENTION TO IT. I CAN ASSURE YOU, HOWEVER, 
THAT IE THE PAKISTANIS WANT TO PURCHASE FRENCH MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT TO MEET LEGITIMATE DEEENSIVE NEEDS, WE WILL EN- 
COURAGE APPROPRIATE REGIONAL STATES TO EINANCE SUCH SALES. 

AS DR. NYE DISCUSSED WITH MR. lACOMET RECENTLY, WE ARE 
WORKING ON A SET OE PROPOSALS WHICH WE COULD, IN COORDINA- 
TION WITH ERANCE, OEEER PAKISTAN AS AN INDUCEMENT NOT TO 
PROCEED ON ITS OWN WITH REPROCESSING. ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT 
YET HAVE EINAL AGREEMENT ON ALL ELEMENTS IN THE PACKAGE, 
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ONE IMPORTANT COMPONENT WOULD BE U.S. SUPPORT, GIVEN THE 
ABSENCE OE A U.S. /PAKISTANI BILATERAL NUCLEAR AGREEMENT, 

EOR THE SALE OE A ERENCH POWER REACTOR TO PAKISTAN. AL- 
THOUGH WE EACE THE SAME CONSTRAINTS ON EINANCING REACTOR 
SALES AS WE DO MILITARY EQUIPMENT, I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT 
WE WILL DO WHATEVER WE CAN IN ISLAMABAD TO ENCOURAGE THE 
SALE OF FRENCH EQUIPMENT OE THIS SORT. 

I LOOK EORWARD TO MEETING WITH YOU AGAIN DURING THE OECD 

DELIBERATIONS AND WILL BE HAPPY TO DISCUSS THIS ISSUE WITH 
YOU FURTHER AT THAT TIME. SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. VANCE 
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